
8TH GRADE COURSE OFFERINGS 
 
STUDENT NAME: ___________________________________ 
 
REQUIRED COURSES   
   
____ PE (900)   
____ COMP APPLICATIONS I (221)   Not required if student took Computer I in 7th grade 
____ HISTORY (402) 
____ LANGUAGE ARTS OR  ____ ADVANCED LANGUAGE ARTS + Option of Foreign Language  
____ SCIENCE (302) OR ____ ADVANCED SCIENCE (303)   
____ PRE-ALGEBRA (212)  OR      ____ ALGEBRA (203) OR      ____ GEOMETRY (210)  
    
*Students will be placed in advanced courses based on the following criteria.  1.  Advanced Scores on 
current achievement tests and/or state mandated assessments.  2. Current grades in respective subject.  
3. Approval and recommendation from student’s current teacher in the respective subject.  
 
For parents of gifted students:  Placement in an advanced language arts course and/or an advanced 
math course serves as gifted service for students with a gifted identification of superior cognitive, 
reading, and/or math respectively.  Not requesting placement in a respective advanced class, results in 
waiving those gifted services.   Please sign below indicating that you understand this guideline.    
 
I understand this gifted policy as it is explained above:  Parent’s Signature _________________ 
  
HIGH SCHOOL FOREIGN LANGUAGE: Students who are recommended for Advanced Language Arts 
will have the opportunity to take Spanish I or French I as an advanced option.  These foreign language 
classes are high school classes and grades earned in them will be counted in the student’s cumulative 
high school grade point average.  That grade point average will ultimately be used to determine class 
rank, valedictorian, and salutatorian.  If interested in being considered for one of these courses, please 
indicate that below.  Spots may be limited depending on demand at the high school level.  
 

____SPANISH I   OR  ____FRENCH I  
 
ELECTIVES: For the “One semester electives” please choose 3 courses and rank them by putting the 
numbers 1-3 on the blank to the left of the course.  For the “two semester electives,” simply place an X 
on the line if you choose to take that course. 
 
ONE SEMESTER ELECTIVES     FULL YEAR ELECTIVES 
 
_____ CHOIR (714)       _____ BAND (712) 
_____ COMP APPLCIATIONS II (222)    _____ CHOIR (713)    
_____ MIXED MEDIA ART I (706)     
_____ MIXED MEDIA ART II (707)    
_____ STEM I (223)      
_____ INTRODUCTION TO FOREIGN LANGUAGE (504) 
 
PARENT SIGNATURE: ________________________ DATE: _________ 



8th Grade Course Descriptions 
Advanced Language Arts The Advanced Language Arts course will enhance the eighth grade core English 
curriculum by adjusting the pace, depth, and breadth.  The expectations will be higher, and intensive reading and 
writing will be emphasized.  
Advanced Science 303 In addition to covering the 8th grade Science curriculum, students will use advanced 
strategies.  They will do experiments and long term projects and will also work in areas of engineering and 
computer science.   
Band 712 Band is a class in which the 8th grade students will be joining with the 7th grade students to create a 
Middle School Concert Band.  The students will occasionally have rehearsals with the 7th graders during school, as 
well as perform at one High School Football game, and middle school pep rallies.  In addition to these special 
performances, the Middle School Band also presents three concerts throughout the year, performing a range of 
music from holiday music to popular music. 
Choir 713/714    (713 is a year - long course and 714 is a semester long course.)  Choir is a class where students 
learn the basic techniques of singing: breath support, blend, balance, part-singing, ensemble, sight reading, and 
listening skills.  A minimum of one concert is performed during the semester, which will require some after school 
rehearsals. 
Computers I 221 Computers I is an in-depth course designed to teach students how to use a computer as a 
business and personal tool through the use of applications software. Appropriate software for database 
management, word processing, graphics, and spreadsheets will be used. Students will also perform activities using 
integrated software programs, using the internet appropriately and using integrated school-to-home network for 
cross-curricular assignments. 
Computer II 222 Computers II is a cutting-edge class designed to integrate elements of computer science, 
computer information systems, computer technology, visual communication design, journalism, communication 
studies, and instructional technology.  Students will also explore a wide variety of emerging technologies for the 
21st Century. 
Introduction to Foreign Language 504 This course is designed to be an introduction to the Spanish Language.  
Basic vocabulary, greetings, and concepts are presented in order to introduce the student to the study of Spanish 
and foreign languages in general.  There will also be discussion of the high school foreign language program of 
studies so that students can make informed decisions when choosing a foreign language to study as high school 
students.   
Mixed Media Art I 706 This elective studio art course is designed to allow students to learn basic techniques and 
methods for ceramics, printmaking, fabric arts, and papermaking.  
Mixed Media Art II 707 This elective studio art course is designed to allow students to continue their work from 
Mixed Media Art I, but allows for more self-designed projects. 
Stem I 223 (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math) STEM education means that students are engaged in 
relevant, rigorous and relationship-based educational experiences. Students participate in project based curriculum 
that includes Conceptual Physics, Biotechnical Engineering, Engineering Design, Genetics and Science Flight. The 
end result is students being challenged to learn new materials in new ways. 
 
SPECIAL SCHEDULING NOTE: 
**WMS is considering offering a semester long “Introduction to Drama” course for our 2015-16 seventh and 
eighth grade students. The course would introduce students to the stage and performing/acting.  Students 
would explore different tools actors use to create characters. Students would learn theatre terminology, 
stage direction, the audition process, and how to memorize and perform monologues.  The class would 
culminate with a performance of a one act play that will include all class members and be performed in front 
of an audience. 
 
Please indicate below what your interest would be in taking such an Introduction to Drama Course: 
 
_____ I would not be interested in taking an Introduction to Drama course in 2015-16. 
_____ I would be interested in taking an Introduction to Drama course if offered, and I would give up the 
following semester elective in order to fit it in my schedule: ____________________________________ 
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