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ELA I 

Practice Test 

Content Summary and Answer Key 

Question 

No. 

Item 

Type 

Content 

Strand 

Content 

Standard 

Answer 

Key 
Points 

1 
Multiple 

Choice 

Key Ideas and 

Details 

Analyze how the author 

unfolds an analysis or series 

of ideas or events, including 

the order in which the 

points are made, how they 

are introduced and 

developed, and the 

connections that are drawn 

between them. 

C 1 point 

2 
Multiple 

Choice 

Craft and 

Structure 

Analyze in detail how an 

author’s ideas or claims are 

developed and refined by 

particular sentences, 

paragraphs, or larger 

portions of a text (e.g., a 

section or chapter). 

D 1 point 

3 
Multiple 

Choice 
Vocabulary 

Determine or clarify the 

meaning of unknown and 

multiple-meaning words 

and phrases based on 

grades 9 – 10 reading and 

content, choosing flexibly 

from a range of strategies. 

B 1 point 

4 

Evidence-

Based 

Selected 

Response 

Key Ideas and 

Details 

Analyze how the author 

unfolds an analysis or series 

of ideas or events, including 

the order in which the 

points are made, how they 

are introduced and 

developed, and the 

connections that are drawn 

between them. 

C; D 2 points 

 

 



iv 

ELA I 

Practice Test 

Content Summary and Answer Key 

Question 

No. 

Item 

Type 

Content 

Strand 

Content 

Standard 

Answer 

Key 
Points 

5 
Multiple 

Choice 

Craft and 

Structure 

Determine the meaning of 

words and phrases as they 

are used in a text, including 

figurative, connotative, and 

technical meanings; 

analyze the cumulative 

impact of specific word 

choices on meaning and 

tone (e.g., how the 

language of a court opinion 

differs from that of a 

newspaper). 

D 1 point 

6 
Multiple 

Choice 

Craft and 

Structure 

Analyze in detail how an 

author’s ideas or claims are 

developed and refined by 

particular sentences, 

paragraphs, or larger 

portions of a text (e.g., a 

section or chapter). 

C 1 point 

7 

Evidence-

Based 

Selected 

Response 

Integration of 

Knowledge 

and Ideas 

Delineate and evaluate the 

argument and specific 

claims in a text, assessing 

whether the reasoning is 

valid and the evidence is 

relevant and sufficient; 

identify false statements 

and fallacious reasoning. 

B; D 2 points 
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ELA I 

Practice Test 

Content Summary and Answer Key 

Question 

No. 

Item 

Type 

Content 

Strand 

Content 

Standard 

Answer 

Key 
Points 

8 
Hot Text 

Item 

Craft and 

Structure 

Determine the meaning of 

words and phrases as they 

are used in a text, including 

figurative, connotative, and 

technical meanings; analyze 

the cumulative impact of 

specific word choices on 

meaning and tone (e.g., 

how the language of a court 

opinion differs from that of a 

newspaper). 

--- 2 points 

9 
Hot Text 

Item 

Key Ideas and 

Details 

Cite strong and thorough 

textual evidence to support 

analysis of what the text says 

explicitly as well as 

inferences drawn from the 

text. 

--- 2 points 

10 
Extended 

Response 

Argumentative 

Essay 

Write arguments to support 

claims in an analysis of 

substantive topics or texts, 

using valid reasoning and 

relevant and sufficient 

evidence. 

--- 10 points 

11 
Multiple 

Choice 

Key Ideas and 

Details 

Analyze how complex 

characters (e.g., those with 

multiple or conflicting 

motivations) develop over 

the course of a text, interact 

with other characters, and 

advance the plot or 

develop the theme. 

B 1 point 
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ELA I 

Practice Test 

Content Summary and Answer Key 

Question 

No. 

Item 

Type 

Content 

Strand 

Content 

Standard 

Answer 

Key 
Points 

12 
Multiple 

Choice 

Craft and 

Structure 

Analyze how an author’s 

choices concerning how to 

structure a text, order events 

within it (e.g., parallel plots), 

and manipulate time (e.g., 

pacing, flashbacks) create 

such effects as mystery, 

tension, or surprise. 

A 1 point 

13 
Multiple 

Choice 

Craft and 

Structure 

Determine the meaning of 

words and phrases as they 

are used in the text, 

including figurative and 

connotative meanings; 

analyze the cumulative 

impact of specific word 

choices on meaning and 

tone (e.g., how the 

language evokes a sense of 

time and place; how it sets a 

formal or informal tone). 

A 1 point 

14 
Multiple 

Choice 

Craft and 

Structure 

Determine the meaning of 

words and phrases as they 

are used in the text, 

including figurative and 

connotative meanings; 

analyze the cumulative 

impact of specific word 

choices on meaning and 

tone (e.g., how the 

language evokes a sense of 

time and place; how it sets a 

formal or informal tone). 

C 1 point 
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ELA I 

Practice Test 

Content Summary and Answer Key 

Question 

No. 

Item 

Type 

Content 

Strand 

Content 

Standard 

Answer 

Key 
Points 

15 
Multiple 

Choice 

Craft and 

Structure 

Analyze a particular point of 

view or cultural experience 

reflected in a work of 

literature from outside the 

United States, drawing on a 

wide reading of world 

literature. 

D 1 point 

16 

Evidence-

Based 

Selected 

Response 

Key Ideas and 

Details 

Determine a theme or 

central idea of a text and 

analyze in detail its 

development over the 

course of the text, including 

how it emerges and is 

shaped and refined by 

specific details; provide an 

objective summary of the 

text. 

A; 

C, E 
2 points 

17 

Multi-

Select 

Item 

Integration of 

Knowledge 

and Ideas 

Analyze how an author 

draws on and transforms 

source material in a specific 

work (e.g., how Shakespeare 

treats a theme or topic from 

Ovid or the Bible or how a 

later author draws on a play 

by Shakespeare). 

A, E 1 point 
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English Language Arts I 

Practice Test 

 

Stimulus for Questions 1 – 10 
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Stimulus for Questions 1 – 10 
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English Language Arts I 

Practice Test 

Question 1 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 



10 

Question 1 

30844 

Scoring Guidelines 

Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. The passage is very neutral on the 

topic and presents statements related to the issue, but it is not supportive of 

one view being more popular. 

Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. The passage does present examples of 

potential impacts to both sides of the debate, but they are related to the loss 

and theft of objects and the impact that restrictions would place on future 

excavation and research, and not the idea of how economics has influenced 

opinions. 

Rationale for Option C: Key – The author ends with a series of quotes that are 

supportive of both sides of the topic. 

Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. The author does incorporate a 

question, but uses it to transition between ideas, not to cause doubt or belief. 

Points Possible: 1 

Content Strand: Key Ideas and Details 

Content Standard: Analyze how the author unfolds an analysis or 

series of ideas or events, including the order in which the points are 

made, how they are introduced and developed, and the 

connections that are drawn between them. 



11 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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English Language Arts I 

Practice Test 

 

Question 2 

 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



14 

Question 2 

30841 

Scoring Guidelines 

Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. The paragraph does mention that a 

number of countries are involved with the sculptures, but it does not express 

an opinion about where they should be maintained. 

Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. The paragraph does mention that 

there was a claim that a proper permit was received, but the paragraph as a 

whole does not support the idea that people are confused about how to 

properly process artifacts. 

Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. The paragraph does mention the 

dispute about where a particular set of artifacts should be maintained, but it 

does not mention establishing guidelines. 

Rationale for Option D: Key – The paragraph presents a situation that illustrates 

how difficult it sometimes can be to determine which country has a legal right 

to an artifact. 

Points Possible: 1 

Content Strand: Craft and Structure 

Content Standard: Analyze in detail how an author’s ideas or claims 

are developed and refined by particular sentences, paragraphs, or 

larger portions of a text (e.g., a section or chapter). 



15 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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English Language Arts I 

Practice Test 

Question 3 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 



18 

Question 3 

30842 

Scoring Guidelines 

Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. While the idea that having an artifact 

belonging to another country may imply borrowing, this is not the correct 

meaning of the word as suggested by the context of the passage. 

Rationale for Option B: Key – The context of the sentence and passage 

indicates that the meaning of the word suggests that these artifacts are found 

in many locations other than their country of origin. 

Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. While the idea that the country of 

origin sometimes may be difficult to determine, these artifacts do not generally 

go unclaimed. 

Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Although the artifacts were 

uncovered, the meaning of “dispersed” is not discovery. 

Points Possible: 1 

Content Strand: Vocabulary 

Content Standard: Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and 

multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grades 9 – 10 

reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 



19 
 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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English Language Arts I 

Practice Test 

 

Question 4 

 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



22 

Question 4 

30837 

Points Possible: 2 

Content Strand: Key Ideas and Details 

Content Standard: Analyze how the author unfolds an analysis or 

series of ideas or events, including the order in which the points are 

made, how they are introduced and developed, and the 

connections that are drawn between them. 



23 

Scoring Guidelines 

Part A 

Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. Zahi Hawass's experiences in general 

and with the Rosetta Stone do not present that this is a special case, but rather 

introduces that he may be using a questionable approach in this instance. 

Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Zahi Hawass is not used as an example 

of how countries work together; in fact, the author clearly has a negative view 

of Hawass. 

Rationale for Option C: Key – Zahi Hawass's approach is used to introduce the 

issue of how to address the custody of artifacts in archaeological sites and in 

museums. 

Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Zahi Hawass has found his own 

solutions, but it is clear that the author is not in agreement that his approach is 

the best one or that institutions are supportive. 

Part B 

Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. This quote may be seen to support 

reasons behind the problems surrounding “cultural property”. However, it 

actually raises concerns around political retribution. 

Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. This quote may be seen to support the 

idea that Dr. Hawass is finding solutions to the issue of “cultural property”. 

However, it actually supports the idea that not all artifacts should be returned 

to their countries of origin, especially if political issues are a motivating factor. 

Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. While this quote is an example of two 

countries working together, it does not speak to a long-term solution around 

open research for archaeological discoveries. 

Rationale for Option D: Key – This quote supports the idea introduced by the 

example of the Rosetta Stone—that cultural-property laws have unfortunately 

become a foundation for the use of artifacts as political weapons. 
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English Language Arts I 

Practice Test 

 

Question 4 

 

Sample Responses 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



26 

Sample Response: 2 points 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns full credit (2 points) because it correctly 

identifies the correct response in Part A as well as in Part B.  
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Notes on Scoring 

 

This response earns partial credit (1 point). The student 

identified the correct answer in Part A; however, the response 

for Part B is incorrect and does not earn a point. In order to 

earn full credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be 

correct.  



28 
 

Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 

 

This response earns partial credit (1 point). The student 

identified the correct answer in Part A; however, the response 

for Part B is incorrect and does not earn a point. In order to 

earn full credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be 

correct. 



29 

Sample Response: 1 point 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns partial credit (1 point). The student 

identified the correct answer in Part A; however, the response 

for Part B is incorrect and does not earn a point. In order to 

earn full credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be 

correct. 



30 

Sample Response: 0 points 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns no credit (0 points) because the answers 

selected for Part A and Part B are both incorrect.  



31 

Sample Response: 0 points 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns no credit (0 points) because the answers 

selected for Part A and Part B are both incorrect. 
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English Language Arts I 

Practice Test 

Question 5 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 



34 

Question 5 

30845 

Scoring Guidelines 

Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. The paragraph may be misunderstood 

as the museum curators feeling idealistic about the decisions, but context 

suggests that these actions are not rash, but quite practical. 

Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. The reference to avoiding legal 

problems could be misunderstood as the actions being questionable or 

suspicious, but this is not a proper understanding of the phrase based on 

context. 

Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. The word “sense” could be 

misunderstood as referencing emotions, and “unpredictable” might seem to 

have the same sense of urgency as “immediate”, but this is not a proper 

understanding of the phrase based on context. 

Rationale for Option D: Key – The actions are based on the logic that they 

want quick resolutions so that their museums are not hindered in completing 

their work. 

Points Possible: 1 

Content Strand: Craft and Structure 

Content Standard: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as 

they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and 

technical meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific word 

choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language of a court 

opinion differs from that of a newspaper). 



35 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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English Language Arts I 

Practice Test 

 

Question 6 

 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 6 

30843 

Scoring Guidelines 

Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. Paragraph 17 does not suggest the 

laws are necessary, nor does it advocate following them strictly. 

Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Paragraph 17 mentions that the laws 

promote the black market through theft and looting since people cannot 

export artifacts legitimately, but it does not suggest the laws cause the value 

of items to increase on the black market. 

Rationale for Option C: Key – Paragraph 17 compares laws about artifacts to 

laws restricting narcotics to show how laws that prohibit things do not 

necessarily function to discourage them, but cause criminals to seek alternate 

channels for the same actions. 

Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. While it does mention research, 

Paragraph 17 does not discuss the effect these laws have on museums, nor 

does it imply the laws are not immediately effective; instead, it suggests that 

they are simply ineffective. 

Points Possible: 1 

Content Strand: Craft and Structure 

Content Standard: Analyze in detail how an author’s ideas or claims 

are developed and refined by particular sentences, paragraphs, or 

larger portions of a text (e.g., a section or chapter). 



39 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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English Language Arts I 

Practice Test 

Question 7 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 



42 

Question 7 

30838 

Points Possible: 2 

Content Strand: Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 

Content Standard: Delineate and evaluate the argument and 

specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is valid and 

the evidence is relevant and sufficient; identify false statements and 

fallacious reasoning. 



43 

Scoring Guidelines 

Part A 

Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. Although the passage references laws 

that monitor cultural artifacts and ownership, it does not suggest that laws 

need to change. 

Rationale for Option B: Key – Paragraph 19 suggests that Hawass is 

demanding to have artifacts returned to Egypt for political gain, not to do 

what is right. 

Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. Although the passage references 

disagreements and Paragraph 19 mentions “weapons”, there is no reference 

to violence. 

Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Although Paragraph 19 mentions the 

“United Nations”, it does not say that they need to get involved in the issue of 

the country of origin of artifacts. 

Part B 

Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. While this might seem to tie in with the 

cultural ownership mentioned in option A, it does not relate to the claim the 

author makes. 

Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. While this mentions the laws and 

suggests they might be questioned, it does not relate to a claim the author 

actually makes, nor does it truly suggest that the laws should be changed. 

Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. While this mentions a transfer of 

artifacts from a museum to a country followed by a theft, it does not suggest 

that determining ownership of artifacts has led to unnecessary violence, nor 

does it support a claim the author actually makes. 

Rationale for Option D: Key – This suggests that Dr. Hawass might be misusing 

his political power in order to get what he wants or using the transfer of 

artifacts as punishment for those who do not cooperate with him. 
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English Language Arts I 

Practice Test 

 

Question 7 

 

Sample Responses 
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Sample Response: 2 points 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns full credit (2 points) because the student 

correctly identified the correct response in Part A as well as in 

Part B. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 

 

This response earns partial credit (1 point) because the 

student selected the correct answer in Part A; however, the 

response for Part B is incorrect and does not earn a point. In 

order to earn full credit for this item, both Part A and Part B 

must be correct. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 

 

This response earns partial credit (1 point) because the 

student selected the correct answer in Part A; however, the 

response for Part B is incorrect and does not earn a point. In 

order to earn full credit for this item, both Part A and Part B 

must be correct. 



49 

Sample Response: 1 point 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns partial credit (1 point) because the 

student selected the correct answer in Part A; however, the 

response for Part B is incorrect and does not earn a point. In 

order to earn full credit for this item, both Part A and Part B 

must be correct. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns no credit (0 points) because the answers 

selected for Part A and Part B are both incorrect. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Notes on Scoring 

 

This response earns no credit (0 points) because the answers 

selected for Part A and Part B are both incorrect. 
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English Language Arts I 

Practice Test 

 

Question 8 

 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 8 

30839 

Points Possible: 2 

Content Strand: Craft and Structure

Content Standard: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as 

they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and 

technical meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific word 

choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language of a court 

opinion differs from that of a newspaper). 



55 

Scoring Guidelines 

For this item, a full-credit response includes: 

 Selection of B) a feeling of superiority;

  AND 

 Selection of “returned with great fanfare,” (2 points).

For this item, a partial-credit response includes: 

 Selection of B) a feeling of superiority (1 point).
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English Language Arts I 

Practice Test 

 

Question 8 

 

Sample Responses 
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Sample Response: 2 points 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns full credit (2 points) because the student 

selected the correct answer in Part A and the correct phrase 

in Part B.  
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 

 

This response earns partial credit (1 point) because the 

student selected the correct answer in Part A; however, the 

phrase selected for Part B is incorrect and does not earn a 

point. In order to earn full credit for this item, both Part A and 

Part B must be correct. 



60 

Sample Response: 1 point 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns partial credit (1 point) because the 

student selected the correct answer in Part A; however, the 

phrase selected for Part B is incorrect and does not earn a 

point. In order to earn full credit for this item, both Part A and 

Part B must be correct. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 

 

This response earns partial credit (1 point) because the 

student selected the correct answer in Part A; however, the 

phrase selected for Part B is incorrect and does not earn a 

point. In order to earn full credit for this item, both Part A and 

Part B must be correct. 



62 
 

Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 

 

This response earns partial credit (1 point) because the 

student selected the correct answer in Part A; however, the 

phrase selected for Part B is incorrect and does not earn a 

point. In order to earn full credit for this item, both Part A and 

Part B must be correct. 



63 

Sample Response: 1 point 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns partial credit (1 point) because the 

student selected the correct answer in Part A; however, the 

phrase selected for Part B is incorrect and does not earn a 

point. In order to earn full credit for this item, both Part A and 

Part B must be correct. 



64 

Sample Response: 0 points 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns no credit (0 points) because the answers 

selected for Part A and Part B are both incorrect. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Notes on Scoring 

 

This response earns no credit (0 points) because the answers 

selected for Part A and Part B are both incorrect. 
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English Language Arts I 

Practice Test 

 

Question 9 

 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 9 

30840 

Points Possible: 2 

Content Strand: Key Ideas and Details

Content Standard: Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to 

support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences 

drawn from the text. 



69 
 

Scoring Guidelines 

For this item, a full-credit response includes: 

 Selection of D) Sometimes fewer people are able to view artifacts after 

the artifacts are returned to their country of origin. 

          AND 

 Selection of “Last year, 30,767 people visited the Aidone museum, and 

about 26,000 visited Morgantina, compared with 400,000 people who 

visited the Getty Villa in 2010, the last year the statue was on display 

there.” (2 points). 

For this item, a partial-credit response includes: 

 Selection of D) Sometimes fewer people are able to view artifacts after 

the artifacts are returned to their country of origin. (1 point) 
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English Language Arts I 

Practice Test 

 

Question 9 

 

Sample Responses 
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Sample Response: 2 points 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns full credit (2 points) because the student 

selected the correct answer in Part A and the correct 

sentence in Part B. 



73 
 

Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 

 

This response earns partial credit (1 point) because the 

student selected the correct answer in Part A; however, the 

sentence selected for Part B is incorrect and does not earn a 

point. In order to earn full credit for this item, both Part A and 

Part B must be correct. 



74 

Sample Response: 1 point 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns partial credit (1 point) because the 

student selected the correct answer in Part A; however, the 

sentence selected for Part B is incorrect and does not earn a 

point. In order to earn full credit for this item, both Part A and 

Part B must be correct. 



75 

Sample Response: 1 point 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns partial credit (1 point) because the 

student selected the correct answer in Part A; however, the 

sentence selected for Part B is incorrect and does not earn a 

point. In order to earn full credit for this item, both Part A and 

Part B must be correct. 



76 

Sample Response: 1 point 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns partial credit (1 point) because the 

student selected the correct answer in Part A; however, the 

phrase selected for Part B is incorrect and does not earn a 

point. In order to earn full credit for this item, both Part A and 

Part B must be correct. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 

 

This response earns no credit (0 points) because the answers 

selected for Part A and Part B are both incorrect. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns no credit (0 points) because the answers 

selected for Part A and Part B are both incorrect. 
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English Language Arts I 

Practice Test 

Question 10 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 10 

30959 

Points Possible: 10 

Content Strand: Argumentative Essay 

Content Standard: Write arguments to support claims in an analysis 

of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and 

sufficient evidence. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
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English Language Arts I 

Practice Test 

 

Question 10 

 

Sample Responses 
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Sample Response: 10 points 



85 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns full credit (10 points). It is fully sustained 

and consistently focused within the purpose, audience and 

task category, with effective organizational structure, earning 

the maximum 4 points in the assigned category. 

The response also earns the maximum 4 points for providing 

thorough, convincing and credible support while citing 

evidence for the writer’s claim.  

Finally, this response earns the maximum 2 points for 

demonstrating an adequate command of basic conventions 

of standard English.  
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Sample Response: 8 points 
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Notes on Scoring 

 

This response earns partial credit (8 points). The response is 

adequately sustained and generally focused within the 

purpose, audience and task category, with evident 

organizational structure, earning 3 out of the 4 points in the 

assigned category.  

 

The response also earns 3 out of 4 possible points in the 

category of evidence and elaboration for providing 

adequate support when citing evidence for the writer’s 

claim. 

 

Finally, this response earns the maximum 2 points allowed for 

demonstrating an adequate command of basic conventions 

of standard English.  
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Sample Response: 5 points 
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Notes on Scoring 

 

This response earns partial credit (5 points). The response is 

somewhat sustained within the purpose, audience and task 

category, but includes some extraneous material. Likewise, its 

organization is inconsistent, so it earns only 2 out of the 4 

possible points for this category. 

 

The response also earns 2 out of 4 possible points for evidence 

and elaboration, as it provides uneven support for the writer’s 

claim.  

 

Finally, the response earns 1 out of 2 possible points for 

demonstrating a partial command of basic conventions of 

standard English.  
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Sample Response: 3 points 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns partial credit (3 points). The response is 

related to the topic, but demonstrates little awareness of the 

purpose, audience and task, and has no discernible 

organizational structure, earning only 1 out of the 4 possible 

points for this category. 

The response also earns 1 out of 4 possible points for evidence 

and elaboration, as it provides cursory support for the writer’s 

claim.  

Finally, the response earns 1 out of 2 points for demonstrating 

a partial command of basic conventions of standard English.  
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Stimulus for Questions 11 – 17 
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Question 11 

 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 11 

26197 

Points Possible: 1 

Content Strand: Key Ideas and Details 

Content Standard: Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with 

multiple or conflicting motivations) develop over the course of a 

text, interact with other characters, and advance the plot or 

develop the theme. 
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Scoring Guidelines 

Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. Goneril does list the qualities of her 

love, and states that she loves with “grace, health, beauty, honour”. Although 

Goneril is clearly calculating and insincere, the reader does not have enough 

information about her to know if she has any of these qualities. 

Rationale for Option B: Key – Goneril begins by stating, “I love you more than 

words can wield the matter”, and later states that her love “makes breath 

poor, and speech unable”. Yet she speaks in eloquent, flowery, exaggerated 

language that makes it clear she has no problem with words. It's a clue that 

she is being insincere in her professions of love. 

Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. Goneril states that her love is 

“[b]eyond what can be valued, rich or rare”. Although she plays along with 

King Lear's demands in order to get her inheritance, she does not make any 

demands of her own. 

Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Although Regan does claim to have 

the same feelings as Goneril, this would not be a clue that Goneril is being 

insincere. 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 12 

27359 

Scoring Guidelines 

Rationale for Option A: Key – In the asides, Cordelia struggles with what to say 

when it is her turn to speak. By questioning herself and what to say, she creates 

a sense of tension and foreboding that foreshadows her disinheritance at the 

end of the excerpt. 

Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Although a student might misinterpret 

Cordelia's asides as reflecting an uncertainty about her love for her father, she 

is wrestling not with her feelings, but with her reluctance at flattery and the 

need to prove her love. 

Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. Although a student might 

misunderstand the aside as Cordelia directly confronting her sisters, she is 

talking to herself. Even if a student doesn’t understand the definition of an 

aside, the content of each of Cordelia’s asides in the excerpt is clearly 

directed inward, not outward to her sisters. 

Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Although Cordelia does ask, “What 

shall Cordelia speak?”, she is not confused, but quite reluctant to prove her 

love. By saying “poor Cordelia!”, she resigns herself to potentially upsetting her 

father, but she doesn’t waver in the fact that she shouldn't have to prove her 

love with flattery. 

Points Possible: 1 

Content Strand: Craft and Structure 

Content Standard: Analyze how an author’s choices concerning 

how to structure a text, order events within it (e.g., parallel plots), 

and manipulate time (e.g., pacing, flashbacks) create such effects 

as mystery, tension, or surprise. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 





105 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

English Language Arts I 

Practice Test 

 

Question 13 

 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 13 

26198 

Scoring Guidelines 

Rationale for Option A: Key – Regan describes herself as “an enemy to all 

other joys” to emphasize the depth of her love for her father. 

Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. A bond with Regan’s sisters would imply 

that all three sisters feel the same way about their father (that they all love him 

above all else), which is not true. 

Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. The word “enemy” might imply 

disappointment with her father’s decision, but Regan is pleased with his 

decision. 

Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. The word “enemy” might imply anger, 

but Regan has not heard Cordelia’s comments about her father yet. 

Points Possible: 1 

Content Strand: Craft and Structure 

Content Standard: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as 

they are used in the text, including figurative and connotative 

meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific word choices 

on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language evokes a sense of 

time and place; how it sets a formal or informal tone). 
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Sample Response: 1 point 
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Practice Test 

Question 14 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 14 

27360 

Scoring Guidelines 

Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. While part of disowning Cordelia 

involves not providing a dowry for her, the phrase does not refer to material 

wealth. 

Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Although the word “property” typically 

refers to physical land, in the context of this excerpt of the poem, it refers to 

“blood” or lineage. 

Rationale for Option C: Key – The word “blood” refers to family lineage. 

Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Despite the use of the term “blood”, 

the phrase does not mean a physical condition. 

Points Possible: 1 

Content Strand: Craft and Structure 

Content Standard: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as 

they are used in the text, including figurative and connotative 

meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific word choices 

on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language evokes a sense of 

time and place; how it sets a formal or informal tone). 
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Sample Response: 1 point 
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English Language Arts I 

Practice Test 

Question 15 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 15 

27869 

Points Possible: 1 

Content Strand: Craft and Structure 

Content Standard: Analyze a particular point of view or cultural 

experience reflected in a work of literature from outside the United 

States, drawing on a wide reading of world literature. 
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Scoring Guidelines 

Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. Lear does not state that he feels this 

method of division is his only choice. Although he is clearly dividing his 

kingdom, he gives no indication of his reason for doing so. Because he divides 

the kingdom in such an arbitrary manner, it is clear he is not concerned with 

investigating other options. 

Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. The passage shows that Lear is dividing 

the kingdom among his daughters based on a test of who loves him best and 

not based on their leadership. He does not have a clear strategy for the 

transfer of power in mind, which shows that he is prioritizing his daughters over 

the people of his kingdom, not the other way around. 

Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. Although Lear does discuss that he will 

give the largest part of his kingdom (his “largest bounty”) to one particular 

daughter, he states that that portion will go to the daughter who has the most 

merit, or who loves him most. 

Rationale for Option D: Key – King Lear is giving up his rule for no clear reason. 

He has no clear strategy for transferring power. Rather than thinking in terms of 

who would make the best leader and ensure stability for his kingdom, Lear 

uses an arbitrary test that has no relationship to what makes a good leader. 

He is also dividing his kingdom, which could lead to instability and chaos. 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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Question 16 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 16 

26196 

Points Possible: 2 

Content Strand: Key Ideas and Details

Content Standard: Determine a theme or central idea of a text and 

analyze in detail its development over the course of the text, 

including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific 

details; provide an objective summary of the text. 
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Scoring Guidelines 

Part A 

Rationale for Option A: Key – The central idea of the passage is that a ruler should 

wield power wisely. King Lear makes a capricious, self-serving decision to base the 

division of his kingdom on his daughters’ love, rather than their intelligence or 

capacity to govern. He then falls for obvious flattery while failing to see the sincerity 

behind the words of Cordelia, his favorite daughter. 

Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Although students may feel that the family 

should have joined together, this is not the central idea. King Lear makes unwise 

decisions, and Goneril and Regan are manipulative. It would not be possible for this 

family to bond given their personalities. 

Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. Although students may feel that Cordelia 

should have expressed her love aloud and humored her father, Cordelia is clearly the 

most sympathetic and sincere character. 

Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Although a literal student may think that this is 

the central idea because King Lear does demand obedience to his whims, Lear is 

clearly making poor choices. 

Part B 

Rationale for First Option: This is incorrect. Although Goneril and Regan are both 

prone to flattery, and Regan mimics Goneril’s speech in Passage 2, there is no 

indication that they are close—just equally manipulative. 

Rationale for Second Option: This is incorrect. Although King Lear does discuss the 

fact that the sisters will marry nobility, this is not evidence of unwise governance. 

Rationale for Third Option: Key – The reader clearly understands the motivations of 

each sister through her response to King Lear’s request. Goneril and Regan are 

obviously manipulative and insincere, while Cordelia is honest. The fact that King Lear 

fails to see these characters for who they really are makes him an unwise ruler who 

abuses his power. 

Rationale for Fourth Option: This is incorrect. Although references to age and wisdom 

might indicate Lear is making good decisions, the passage does not emphasize his 

wisdom, and it is clear that, despite his age, his decisions are misguided. 

Rationale for Fifth Option: Key – The fact that Lear is so sure of his decisions indicates 

that he is not making wise decisions as a ruler. His insistence on dividing his land 

according to his daughters’ expressions of love lead him to value flattery over 

sincerity, and his absolute rejection of Cordelia is an exaggerated overreaction. 
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Practice Test 

Question 16 

Sample Responses 



122 

Sample Response: 2 points 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns full credit (2 points) because the student 

correctly identified the correct response in Part A as well as in 

Part B. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns partial credit (1 point) because the 

student selected the correct answer in Part A; however, the 

response for Part B is incorrect because it is not complete. In 

order to receive credit for Part B, students must select both 

correct answers, so this response does not earn a point for 

Part B. In order to earn full credit for this item, both Part A and 

Part B must be complete and correct. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns partial credit (1 point) because the 

student selected the correct answer in Part A; however, the 

response for Part B is incorrect because it is not complete. In 

order to receive credit for Part B, students must select both 

correct answers, so this response does not earn a point for 

Part B. In order to earn full credit for this item, both Part A and 

Part B must be complete and correct. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns partial credit (1 point) because the 

student selected the correct answer in Part A; however, the 

response for Part B is only partially correct, so this response 

does not earn a point for Part B. In order to earn full credit for 

this item, both Part A and Part B must be correct. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns partial credit (1 point) because the 

student selected the correct answer in Part A; however, the 

response for Part B is only partially correct, so this response 

does not earn a point for Part B. In order to earn full credit for 

this item, both Part A and Part B must be correct. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns no credit (0 points). The student selected 

the correct answers in Part B; however, the student did not 

select the correct answer in Part A. In order to receive partial 

credit for this item, Part A must be correct. In order to receive 

full credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be correct. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns no credit (0 points) because the answers 

selected for both Part A and Part B are incorrect. 
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English Language Arts I 

Practice Test 

Question 17 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 17 

26204 

Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for First Option: Key – The poem is narrated by Cordelia, so the sisters do not 

speak for themselves. In Shakespeare’s play, the sisters speak for themselves, allowing 

for added depth and nuance to their characters. 

Rationale for Second Option: This is incorrect. Lear is not a sympathetic figure in either 

passage. His motivations are unexplained, and his animosity toward Cordelia seems 

to be a gross overreaction. 

Rationale for Third Option: This is incorrect. The setting does not play a large role in 

either passage. 

Rationale for Fourth Option: This is incorrect. Although Shakespeare shows a greater 
level of interaction between Lear and the sisters (especially Cordelia), the ultimate 

outcome of both passages is that Cordelia is disinherited. 

Rationale for Fifth Option: Key – In the poem, Lear responds “with ire” to Cordelia's 

initial speech (which is much more flattering than the speech she provides in the 

play). Shakespeare extends the interaction, as Lear gives Cordelia several chances to 

correct herself before making his final decision.

Points Possible: 1 

Content Strand: Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 

Content Standard: Analyze how an author draws on and transforms 

source material in a specific work (e.g., how Shakespeare treats a 

theme or topic from Ovid or the Bible or how a later author draws on 

a play by Shakespeare). 
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English Language Arts I 

Practice Test 

Question 17 

Sample Responses 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns full credit (1 point) because the student 

selected both correct answers.  
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 

 

This response earns no credit (0 points) because one of the 

selected choices is incorrect. In order to receive full credit for 

this item, both choices must be correct.  



134 

Sample Response: 0 points 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns no credit (0 points) because one of the 

selected choices is incorrect. In order to receive full credit for 

this item, both choices must be correct. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns no credit (0 points) because one of the 

selected choices is incorrect. In order to receive full credit for 

this item, both choices must be correct. 
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